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FROM THE VERY FIRST

The Star as Seen by an Old
Washingtonian.

THE EARLIEST ISSUES

WHAT THE LITTLE FOUR-PAGE
DAILY CONTAINED.

The Star's Steady Growth—Always
the Friend of the

District.
The following article was written for The
ftar on Its seml-centennial by Mr. Edgar
H. Bates, who was for twenty years a

pollce maglstrate of Washington, and \\hu
has read The Star dally slnce Its first tssun-._
The “Evening Star” was first ohse r\'-_-l ‘L_)
the people of Wushingion In :!1? “‘::‘.n:lj
twilight of December 12, 1852, 11_. then .l._..'n‘:‘
little promise of becoming a “fixed star,
for it disappeared four nights thereaf-
ter, invisible to the human €ye after shed-
ding Its beam for one brief evening.
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its place in i newspaper world of Wush-
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the newspaper fallures bLefore and since
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MASSACHUSETTS AVENUE FROM

18TH STREET.

moral. Sometimes Instead of the story
wasg a letter from “Peregrina,’” that bright,
gensible “old mald” whom we might almost
Imagine to have been an early incarnation
of Lillian RBell.

The right-hand column was devoted _I.n
funny paragraphs, under the heading *“‘Va-
rieties."” Though It may appear strange to
some of us accustomed to present day
“originalities,” wit was the chlef ingredlient
of these witticlsms. The candle which, af-
ter burning to the middle, would burn no
longer, as well as that soverelgn preventive
agalnst dogs going mad In August—which
was to cut off thelr heads In July—were
spoken of In thi!s column. The latter might
stlll be used to advantage.

On the Second Page.

The second page conrtalned the germ
which has developed into present perfec-
tlon—the editorlals. These were more than
up-to-date. They were advanced, impar-
enterprising. Dueling, which was then
consldered a natlonal Institutlon, albeit de-
plored by some; public executions which
had fust been prdhibited by act of Con-
gress, the hangling of Daniel Woodward
being the first private execution in the Dis-
triet under the then new law; as well as
more vital questions of natlonal and inter-
natlonal Importance were frankly, fearless-
Iy and Impartlally discussed.

Throughout the flurry of ‘63 in New York
financial eircles The Star's editorlals from
first to last advised with cool wisdomm, and
were {be first to announce steadier pros-
pects. The sure welfare of the peonle has
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of these old comments upon the life

iaracter ef “Nr. Ardrew Johnson

SET Giade WETTOGD of
of him in highest t
n whose walk tn W
! for all,” “one wi
for the yout}l

ny other pu

news
ith cams
£n

wias

ments, Int

perfumeries, *
payers,’
clenrs,
Whitehurs
each other
The new
Tuded *'I

1 presenting the ln.
sle at Hilbus and
e, “*Murmi

advertised
' for the
dented price of H0 cents.
On the Third Page.
The third page contained unofficial eltv
Items, telegraphic news—maostly of the
western states—deaths, marriag and
three columns more of adverilsements,
These would now be considered unique, if

unprece-

-

8, etoe.,

not up to the standard of advertising pos-
sibilitles. Diminutive pictures of carriages,
hats, flowers, bird cages, ovster shells,
coffing, houses and false teeth particulariz-
ed and emphasized enterprising efforts to
gent with exactitude and elearness tha
merits of the business set forth, bringing
one, as it were, upon the spot.

The punctillous’'y worded desgeriptions
were In print so as lo require eagl=2
eyves and plenty of lelsure to do them jus-
tice. The amount of credulity also needed
probably exceeded even that necessary at
the present day.

TLe Last Page.

and last
to a one-column

g

fine

The fourth
first

page
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or other Interest, hotel arrlvals at the Na-
8 and the United
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Warner's, Navy Yard, or Me-

direct
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Pherson’s drug store, Capitol Hill; Shil
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avenue; ar

ington, The Star's comment paying her full
tribute.

Always an Aid to Out-of-Town Papers.
In its earliest days, kas been the case
ever slnce, he r's columns were
drawn upon by out-of-town papers for
news—the editors upon one occasion canusti-
cally remarking that although the profes-
slon was to them laborious enough with
work from 5 a. m. to 12 p. m., it seemed as
easy life for their “‘esteemed contempo-
rary’” (whose name we need not n_:e-nl:!nn)
whose chlef implement of editorship ap-
peared to be scissers. They generously
consented to his use of thelr matter, only
asking the simple courtesy of credit.

In a month or two The 8tar had more
than double the elrculation of any other
paper In Washington. Before July was out
the paper was worked off on "‘our own new
double-cylinder Napier press,” and an apol-
ogy to the publlie was in order for the misfit
paper upon which one evening's edition was
printed, for “we have used up all the paper
and were compelled to resort to anything at
hand. We have ordcered more, howsvar,"
they announced, and, after all, it was the
fault of the publiec, who would no longer
be satisfied with a few hundred Stars, but
in two months had demanded a clrculation
of 4,000 instead.

Steady Improvement.

In October the purchase of '‘a handsome
new steam englne and a new press capable
of turning off 5,000 per hour” was men-
tioned, and in another column a ‘‘super-
roval Smith press’” was advertised for rale
cheap at The Star offlce.

as

In August an agency had been established
in Baltimore, followed the next month by
ither &zZon in New York, Poston and
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vani avenue mnear 11th street,

where it contlnued for many years.
A Young Man From Maine.

In 1853 a stroke of good fortune befell
Tha Star. A young man from Maine be-
came connected with its staff, and soon, by
the distingulshing character of his llterary
work, attracted the attentlon of all con-
nected with him. His name was Crosbhy 8.
Noyes. In 1807, In connection with four
other gentlemen, namely, S. H. Kauffmann
Alexander R. Shepherd, Clarence Baker and
George W. Adams, he purchased the paper

from W. Douglass Wallach,, who some
yvears before had becoine sole proprietor.
The price pald was $100{0). In a short

-Lise Messrs., Baker and Shipherd withdrew,
a number of vears ‘ater Mr. Adams
dled, leaving Mr. Crosby B. Noyves and Mr.

g
I

8. H. Kauffmann head and front of the
great enterpris They have made it a
glgar 3 In every sense of the word.

Thelr one purpose has been the perfectlion
of the daily newspaper,

Crosby 8. Noyes was & member of the
eommon councll in 1863, co-laborer with
Alexander R. Shepherd, and alderman from

THE OLD WASHINGTON

When the Ndﬁonal Capital

Was but a Small Town.

OITY OF DISTANCES
OITiZENS RELIED ON PUMPS AND
WELLS FOR WATER.

01d Goose Creek or Tiber Was Unshorn
of Its Glory—Mr. Smith-
gon's Bequest.

By P. L. Phillips.

In no age of the world has such rapid
progress heen made In physical development
as during the last half of the twentleth cen-
tury. We have only to look back fifty years
ago, to the conditlon of things, to be im-
pressed with the truth of this. The capi-
tal of the nation has not kept pace with
many western cities; but Its progress has
been steady, and it can claim to ve abreas:
of the times. .

A city dlrectory of the year 1852 presents
the contrasts between then and now In a
striking point of view. The population of
the city was then 45,000. 1t is now 278,718
The streels were then unpaved. There were
no cable cars, electric cars, horse cars, nor
even omnibus lines, The people who were
unable to keep carriages had to foot it
through the wind or the dust, and these

& distance of nearly fifteen feet, and was
doubtless indebted to the sandy bottom for
the remnant of life he brought away.

The Department Buildings.

In 1852 the State Department, the War
Department and the Navy Department—all
alike—were plain brick builldings, two and
a half storles high. The State Department
gtood on the ground now occupied by the
north end of the Treasury Department. The
War and Navy Department were then upon
a part of the ground occupled by the mag-
nificent building which now accommodates
those two departments with the State De-
partment. The Treasury Department was
then only the part on 15th street, with the
long colonnade. It was built of yvellow sand-
stone of an Inferior quality, and has since
been painted white more than once. The
old ecenter part of the Capltol, together with
the south front of the patent office, are of
the same Inferlor material. The stone had
holes in it, which, filled with putty or plas-
ter, have ceased to be consplcuous. The
wings of the Capitol and the additions to
the patent office and Treasury Department
have been bullt since the date of 1853. The
new parts of the treasury—that is to say
two-thirds of it, are of Maine granite. The

new parts of the trv:ssury—-tha{'is Lo say,
eort of marble of which the Washington
monument is built. The additions to the
Capitol are of marble. The Post Office De-
partment is all of marble. Two-thirds of
that bullding was added within the decade
which preceded the war. The treasury and
the new dome of the Capltol were unfinished
at the close of the war.

Mr. Smithson’s Bequest.

The Smithsonlan Institutlon was estab-
lished prior to 1852, but it was stlll In &
state of Inciplency at that date and had
not then taken rank with the great scien-
tific institutions of the world. The story
of its origin iz famliliar to intelllgent people
in this part of the world; but at a distance
from the Capitol people are strangely ig-

norant of many things here that we look

55 resldence had been rendered uninh
table by the canal; and the octagon re
' the Tayloe far r had been taken

sts, as evervbody knew.

mn of by ghos
years prlor to this date Mr. Packen-
ham, the British minister, when about to go
home, wrote a letter to some one, which got
into the newspapers, in which he said that
nobody llved In Washington who couid get
away.

In dry, windy wenther clouds of dust filled
the alr, the clothes and nostrils of the people
who were compelled to be out of doors.
What I eav of the dust in dry and of the
mud in rainy weather will seem incredible
to the psople of this generation, who are

to see the finest pavements In

the city. But let
habitants on the sub-
will be removed.
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The 01d Canal.

The canal, which that primitive age
was made by greatly enlarging the bed of
ereek, and which pedantry had
“The Tiher,"” extended from Tth
along what 'is now B street, and
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aiter year and never go to the
nor other public build
3 it to say that James Smithson,
ch gentieman, a bachelor, and a
the son of the

Duke of Northum-
berland, begueathed his to the
U'nited States for the purpose of founding
a sclentitde institution which was to bear
lils name, The words of his will were the
following:

*1 bequeath the whole of my property
o the United States of America to found
at Washington, under the name of the
Smithsonian Institution an establlshment
for the Inecrease and diffusion of knowledge
among men."

Mr. Smithson had never visited the United
States, but, though the son of a noble-
man, he was a friend of lberty and of
liberal oplniens. He was ambiticus, like
most men of perpetuating his name. He
gaid, “‘The best blood of England flows in
my veins;, on my father's side 1 am a
Northumberland, on my mother's I am re-
lated to kings, bat this avalls me not. My
name shall live in the mmemory of man when
the titles of the Northumberlands and the
Percyz are extinet and forgotten.” And as
the founder of this great institution he
made his words prophetic and insured their
fulfillment.

Mr, Smithson dled In 1820. There was a
conditlon of his will that his property was
to go to a nephew of his who was dying
of consumption, and at his death without
helrs of his body, then to the United
Btates, for the purposes above etated. The
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W. W, Birth’s Birthday Greet-
ing to The Star.

THESTAR AS ANINFANT

UTED TO ITS SUCCESS.

How the Naticnal Capital Has Changed
in the Past Fifty
Years,

Mr. W. W. Birth, inety
age, a well-known resident of Washington
writes as follows of the early days of T

OVver n VeOrs

FROM AN OLD FRIEND.

and a =mall weekly, by Wiillam Thompsonj
its name was, 1 think, the Saturday News.

Mr. Wallach's Energy.

Mr. Dovglass Wallicli became the second
owner, editor and pubiisher of The Evening
Star, and was his efforts
to render the paper popular and profitable,
His ownership covered the period of the
civil war, during which 1 freguently met
him on his rounds through the government
departments in search of the latest and
His close and persistent

indefatigable in

most reliable news

inquiriee and push ured all that could
{ be obtained, and [t ot uniikely that the
| accuracy and reliability of hiz issues then

WHAT HAS LARGELY CONTRIB- |

1

ntributed very largely » the popularity
of the paper with the peop! who all read
t, and who still rely upon its welcome col-
umns for exact news I'l mpany now In
‘onirol has made su =S O nsplecuous
that the public is not lacking In informa-
tion as to the phenomenal progress of Mr.
Noyves amd his associatos Fhe Star's home
is in all its arrangements perhaps away
bevond that of any news sheet n the
| world ( iideration for the comfort
convenience of the empl S wWas refu
| planned and successfully vrried 'hie
worthy s lon of the rec-

I= a highly

Star: :. ord, and desery 1 receives pube
“The Evening Star newspaper today closes ; He applaus new nd advertisement
its half-century career. and I write greet- | COlumns of the sheet are moule f skiil,
ingas and congratulations to its proprietors, | 800d taste and arrangement, and do and
the members of itz staff and its other em- | Wil continue to contribu r ine popuiariv
and patronag f 1 W I 15 institue
tion
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appearan f the ‘ f Washinge
s greatly changed The Sinw
el o s ! b oA fin-
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member onl:

dams’ gro r, Tt treet; ey’ ru the seventh ward In 1884. With these ex- | 8tresl, : >
Adams’ grocery, Tth street; Oxley's drug | o B ns he has refused public office. stead. | about 100 feet wide, to a broad basin be- | death” of his nephew took place about
gtore, first ward, and Linthicum's dru ey Mty e e L L S B 5 ] ¢ 22, T : -d the year 184; and In 1835 the American
store, Georeetown, The clty dir ary recalls | 1Sty keeplng to his one ambitlon, to rr:-.'l.e tween 3d and 43 streetes. Bleamers and legation In London was notified that Mr.
es of John W. Maury, John Me- 5.1]:'.‘-'_12"._1_.'.- .I',““-'(r u‘_mr:ij.sihl- :d__ h'-‘_\_\f' and for | cohooners penetrated that part of the city Smithson's estate of the value of about
Cormick, Robert Roche, Henry Ball, John | iR ]’il..‘lilll-' ","Er.‘.'-'rrt e 1‘1‘1'_":., 5 .’_.lm; through this eanal, which was lined with | £10:),000, was held in the court of chan-
g C. Harkness, John H. Goddard, William | 597 l.”..J.p“{.r“'\' And hi 1['-'.“ Lo .;:.rf'-}'"::l(‘. wply, filthy wood and lumber yards, end | cery for this country. Strange to say,
£s COrme, ompson Van Riswlick, Henry Gun- | 111e Couniry 2 18 labors, i that . e = 3 =L scorva | there was opposition in this country to
# £4.00 per nell and Praxsicls Lord: of his coadfutors, has not been In vain. | at the same time It served as a pre: * | the reception of this fund, and even Mr
of lhxuries e ¢ce was six | The Evening Star of W u::;r_;g:rml lm'ul.q_ & | for breeding and protecting mosquitoes. | cothoun opposed its acceptance.
= . to the car- !'!-‘-:‘-“__’m_!’_l'»l" 1}13_'!‘_11‘"?’.-"- 'l It. ‘* l-' -iI_if‘ And it was a most successful enterprise In When the strict constructionists were
e sy . 0B lsinte 3 ription i dhy ofhet Dewspeper in the country. I8 | o 0 Locard, as the oldest inhabitants can | overruled, and the bequest was accepted,
within the stately walls of | caused some delay several times in dellver- | att _"-']" W"“”"l‘ all QUESLORS, steat OF 1fv. Tt was well devised If tha purpose | Sult was brought In the court of chan-
would ¢ er hls Inalfen- | Ing papers to patrons, and in a very short small, s educating, broadening, u;»;,-fti:‘._g. teptily. Lt S S s i § : cery and It was thought a great achieve-
[ r zed were he * the management announced that they | Every houschold In which It Is regularly | had been to preserve the reputation of the | nent that the decree was obtained in less
depr £ th ricity which placed the carrlers in charge of sev- | read Is benefited and informed without blas | capital of the nation as “The City of Mag- | than two years. The fund amounted to
Nlun s its underground re- l efMicient :r.--t.n.. who would supervise them | or p{]- _il;dlfl.'-“ upon the sallent points of the nificent Distances' For, as Mr. Packen- | §508,318.46. This sum was soon after in-
CESsCS and see that a better system was observed. | world's doings. e oy e 5 -reased to $515,160, and in 1867 a resid:
. 3oon ite of T | wriber g justly sa!d, nobedy lved here whp | Creas 1O, 1 i siduary
tents of The . Soon a route of 700 subscribers was of- y 3 : ham Justh . L legacy 98 210, STR] :
:\_ L "'\I _"“ d:“'l“ ' 20 ';F """ had . F“:fl'.-" cases !‘!.-:-I'Irf.pntlr:-.n:"_r-. T""'-f" or_exit It may be termed a brief current history | wealthy people In this country even at standing the expenditures for bulh.ling and
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t first pag was | and lllega T 'l'!.".m.'.'-.] ‘1.‘.' Bl proudly | In our admiration of Washington's beauty, | ltes Into ascoclation with the familles of | million dollars. Eight vears were con-
ited to the merit never- | Protested their allegiance to 1} _declar- | 1ts magnificent distances, strects and parks, | congresemen and the high officials of the | sumed in debating in Congress upon what
| Ing they would die before they would leave : ; i
ng remedies which eir ad- | 7.0 ter. Manv such Inctaneea . e | to remember that to The Evening Star is vernment. but a short visit satisfied them | should be the character of the institution,
isements. with fus mnity. their | their master, Many such Instances are ¢ S EO but during these years the fund was W=
TR sl ""-"!‘- ""'.- | thus ¢ nicled in the old dailies which | due much of the praize and gratitude for its | that the capital city was not a place for ing at the rale‘ of-ﬁ per (‘E;It per aqﬁurgnr
from sprained Syt R = ’ﬂ throw .»-l::- g eide lghts upon the history | present condition, for its uplifting from | clean and comfortable residence, and they The elty directory of 1852 shows that
e : 2 ) ers. f the times, S - e pa Ry s
Agricultural fmplements ‘ of th ) primilive meagerness to stately grandeur. stayed away. there were then about nine hundred clerks
N 2 In reading many of these « comments, % : 2 1
mand by citizens of Washh - | art : ‘,{__.”l."P “'If: -n‘]‘f-fi';;i-. ‘i;lur !T‘T;:‘:\e The work of Improving Washington, for A Primiti Water Suppl and empioyes In the DUbIh_C offices. Their
were also hig recon the fountaln pen which had just been in- | which Alexander R. Shepherd’s name is ERRvE WA BT f';:‘v Tas S arilﬂavfarage ‘5‘-', e Geliy lowes
c(’if”“_i_"' = l.vented was desecrlbed as “a pen sald to | now honored, was facilitated, encouraged, In 1852 Washincton., with its 45,000 inhab- { = 21“ slnuwngad t?) the government for the
NEX ik i eontaln concealed In Its handle a smal!l | enlisted in the people’s sympathies as far ftants. and Georgetown, with its 7.000 or M‘ € CLAE. .Ll i /
formed i | tube of ink, which is automatically fed to | as possible by the determined and persever e ' The city government was then under a
White Sulphur I b | the pen, enabling one to write twa or I.Ilrﬂg ing assistance of The Star and its editors, | 500" were dependent entirely upon | mayor, aldermen and common council, all
enjoyed SR . pages without touching the inkstand,” and | It has ever been at the front of all move- | pumps for the water used by the pope Tt :Ilicled bj; ttrllae pe{z?le. T'h?t'e o
::?',"I N i | that If all that was claimed for it were true | ments for the betterment of the nation’s | all purposes. Tt is true that the pumps fur- thenci‘ip‘ie orust?m m(;ss _“:1 gh shou_ic} make
"The traveiing public WAk next advisc the | L The i e oo opaerlul benetit " | eapital. The Rock Creaic improvement plan, | nished very good drinking water—better | (35, BEOPIS OF the Pretent day envy them. ACROSS LAFAYETTE SQUARE.
\ T 1 v ’ zedd th ¢ maenifice TS ser a A . avarne whipe ™ a = . g o
time of the tais. also dates | Bull, Strakosch and the child Patil was the i‘s-:?'if-‘ll) tillfa?:;‘ ;:2]\'-:&::1:?:&1] . -::;rgintn-mo:-!,l_; than we now get from the Potomac—but|py¢ six murders, and only one suicide, We ———— |
of :_L.I.- @il wrs—une column | next day praised In the highest terms by | half the District's debts, owe Im'.-m.htia The | there was none to be used for washing the S!lfiuld do v?vell nowadays to compromlse on Gales & Secaton, issued from the north- | ring calar visited uj and taking
.‘llm ' . : t} | | Ir”". Star. ""...“" flexibility and sweetness | Star's volce and Influence, streets, for flushing the sewers—such as fl‘\ mr;lrd(t‘{lh (- (mIe P ber et e west corner of Tth and 1 streets in m forms the hiome city, i
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The duration of dormant vitallty in seeds
fs still a vexed question. Some botanists
of no mean repute support the view that
seeds exposed to the air after having been
long deeply burled In the earth resuscitate
and germinate as usual; others, while ad-
mitting that healthy seeds retain for a lim-
ited time In favorable circumstances these
powers of revivification, are disposed to
doubt the possession of thls capacity for
any lengthened period and to treat many
of the reported cases as founded on im-
perfect and Inconclusive abservation.

M. Jules Poisson, in the Comtes Rendus
de I'Academie Francalse, points out that
considerable variations exist in the reten-
tion of théir germinal power in the seeds

of different plants, some soon losing it,
others retaining it for a long time. M.
Polsson himself adduces the following

cases: In the park of the castle of Com-
breux, in the department of Seine-et-Marne,
he cobserved that on each occasion that
part of the forest was cut down a nquantity
of a leguminous annual, the Lathyrus nis-
soila, grew up. The plants reappeared by
self-sowing for several years, but as the
trees aguin reared themselves the legume
disappeared, and this occurred on several
occasions in different parts of the wood.
Again, many years ago, when some of the
buildings of ¢ld Paris were being destroyed
to make room for the present mansions, M.
Boisduval took home with him some of the
earth, and spread it over that contalned In
his own garden, and in the course of a
month obtalned two fine sheafs of Juncus
bufonius, which grows In moist places such
@s in early times Lutetia was built upon.

way from the nnrth.gast!;rn hills through
the eastern half of the coity and was lost
in the basin, at tha i_tuncte_irm of 3d and 4%
streete. It crossed Pﬁmsx}vanla avenue at
24 street under a hbridge and passed on
through what 1is Bow he conservatory
grounds. It may haye b a yvear or two
before the war that a ecarriage was over-
turned and precipitated down the steep
bank of the creek, at the Jupction of 24
street with the avenue. There were two
men Inside, who were drgwned, and I be-
lieve the driver, also. o

A tributary of this fam'?s stream passed
diagonally through Judielary Square, from
the northwast to the southeast, where or
nearby It runs into a large sewer. There
was a rickely bridge over thls little stream
at the northeast angle where It enters the
park; and a sober citizen In attempting to
cross the bridge, after a heavy shower,
which had converted the sluggish stream
into a torrent, fell in, and was swept down
through the sewer, He was drowned, of
course. The elty authorities, by arching
over these streams, have not only spoiled—
obliterated—Tom Moore's satire upon Wash-
ington, but saved human lives. Anocther
small stream ran through the square on
which the Masonlc Temple stands; and
right at that point, where F street crossed
the stream, there was no ralling on the
upper side. The consequence was that a
decrepit 0ld citlzen, pearly blind, fed in—

 ;

brick. The Congress library was destroyed
by fire in December, 1851. It had occu-
pled only the middle of the three apart-
ments which were afterward, and untll the
present time, appropriated to that purpose.

The shelving was all of wood, which ac-
counts for the complete destruction of all
books. .The burnt shelves were afterward
replaced by fron. And now we have the
grandest library In the world.

A directory of 1853 contains some verses
of ex-President John Quincy Adams, as an
ode “To the Sun-Dial under the window of
the hall of the House of Representatives.'
It was sald of Mr. Adams that he was the
most learned man yho ever wieclded execu-
tive power over a natlon, whether as king
or president; and he was, in many respécts,
a.great man. But he was not a great poet.
He was _fond of writing verses; and he pub-
lished one work in rhythmle verse of con-
siderable length. As I recall i*, the title
was “Dermott MacMorrow.” He was an
antl-Mason, and 1 think his poem related
to that question. The verses on the Sun-
Dial are as follows:

Thon sklent herald of Time's ceaseless flight.
Bay. couldst thom speak, what warning volce
were thine—
Shade who can anly show how others shine,
Dark. sullen witness of resplendent light.

In day’s broad glare, and when the noontide briglt
Of laughing Fortune sheds the ray divine,
ready favors cheer as—bur decline
The elouds of morning and the gloom of night.

Yet are thy counsels falthful, just and wise,
They hid us selze the moments as they pass,
Suateh the retrieveless sunbeam as it
Nor loke one sand of life's revolving glass,

Aspiring still with
By virtious deed to Eive eternity o thma.




